Hebrews introduction
Hebrews has been called a challenging book to study and understand.  It has been questioned as to the need to study because it was written to Jewish Christians.  It is not as easy to outline as some other New Testament letters.  It builds to certain levels as it makes a point and then returns later to reuse, strengthen or enhance other points.  It calls on a certain level of understanding of the Old Law to be able to follow the thoughts that are developed and to master the material.
As we begin the study it will quickly come clear that Jesus is better or superior to the things in the Old Testament.  I’m not sure that these words, better and superior, do it justice.  What words do you like to use?  As we continue into the study we’ll further develop the character and role of Jesus as our High Priest and King.  I hope that we’ll be able to fully develop these ideas and “…consider how to stir up one another to love and good works” (Heb.10:24).
As you read through the books of Hebrews look for key words, repeated phrases, and concepts e.g. let us, better/superior, faith, etc.  Pay attention to the warnings e.g. “drifting away”, “an unbelieving heart”, “failure to enter His rest”, “impossible to restore them”, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” etc.  Take in the exhorations e.g. “pay much closer attention”, “exhort one another every day”, “therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity”, etc.  Examine the comparisons between the Old Testament and New Testament e.g. speaking of the prophets and the speaking of the Son, the glory of man and the glory of Jesus, and Aaron as high priest and Jesus as high priest.
I hope you take the time to increase your knowledge and understanding of the book of Hebrews by taking some time each week to study each chapter and to use the questions as a guide.  My hope is that the questions will be able to help us better understand God’s Word.  I’m sure that as you read some of the questions you’ll wonder what was I thinking or what particular slant that I’m taking.  That’s not as important as trying to better understand what God is saying to us.  So, let’s be ready to challenge each other and sharpen each other (Prov.27:17).
During class I’d like to recap the previous class discussion.  Think of this as an elevator speech.  An elevator speech is when you get on an elevator with someone that you haven’t seen in a while and you only have however many floors you’re going to relay some specific information.  So, you may only have 10 or 20 seconds to get across some important point, fact or information.
I wanted to say thanks to Charlie, Regina, and Dillon for helping me prepare and edit this material.
I’m looking forward to this quarter and hope this we can gain much from this study.
Dallas Sluss
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How much do you know? 
(Thanks to Mike Watkins material HEBREWS… A Study of Better Things, Jan 2010)
1. What is the general message of Hebrews?
2. Who wrote the book of Hebrews?
3. When was Hebrews written?
4. What challenges did the Hebrews face?
5. What is the key proof offered in Hebrews?
6. Which priestly systems are compared in Hebrews?
7. What priests are named in the books of Hebrews?
8. Identify the chapters that contain the following:
a. Heroes of faith
b. New messenger to be heard
c. A greater than Moses identified
d. Nature of the high priesthood
e. Christian duties
f. The need to grow
g. Christ’s perfection
h. Superiority of the New Covenant
i. Blood was required for cleansing
j. A definition for faith
9. Name 6 heroes of faith identified in Hebrews:
a. .
b. .
c. .
d. .
e. 


General Questions about Hebrews
1. Who wrote the book of Hebrews?
Paul? Timothy?  Only God knows.  Was it written so that the message was emphasized over the author/messenger
2. Who was the audience?
The book doesn’t specifically say.  Hebrews was added around the 2nd century
Jewish followers of Christ
Why Hebrews – so many references to the O.T.  So many references to OT characters (Moses, Joshua, Abraham, Melchidezek), OT law (sacrifices, priesthood, tabernacle)
3. Where was it written from?
Italy? Heb 13:24 – were they in Italy or some knowledge of Italy sent well wishes?
4. When was it written?
Present tense; must be early; Temple destroyed in AD 70.  Quoted by Clemente ~ AD90; Timothy is mentioned
5. What were the Jewish people dealing with?
Losing their faith; apostasy; wanting to go back to the Old Law; 
6. What things could these Jewish Christians trust in that would entice them to return to Judaism?
Priest (clothes); feasts (many v. Lords Super); circumcision (Jew v. heart); citizenship (birth v. heaven);  
7. What things will the Hebrew writer establish to make the Old Testament pale in comparison to the life as a Christian?
It is inferior
8. What are some things that we individually want to go back to? C.f. Num.11:5
We remember the fish we ate in Egypt, the onions, the leeks….
Whatever it is it is inferior to the law of Christ.  Whenever we get to feeling that we want a list or specific direction, a specific law or more revealed we’re wanting the inferior over the superior
9. What are some themes of the Book?
Encourage/exhort hold fast 13:22; let us … said many times; warnings…don’t drift away, lest you fall; A book of Better Things
10. Why would God choose to use the Old Testament to lead them to faith instead of having the writer proclaim his authority like the way some of the other New Testament books?
It lets them see themselves; it leads; it persuades



Chapter 1 – A BETTER MESSENGER
1. How had God revealed His Will in past times?
Dreams, prophets, directly to patriarchs, angels, visions
2. In these last days, who has revealed the Will of the Father?
Jesus, God’s son
3. V1:2b-4 – What seven characteristics are attributed to Jesus?
a. Heir 1:2
b. Maker/Creator 1:2
c. Radiance/Glory 1:3
d. exact representation/Image 1:3
e. upholds all things/Sustainer 1:3
f. purification/Purifier 1:4
g. sat down/ Ruler 1:4
4. V1:1-3 What three roles or titles does Jesus fulfill? 
a. Prophet – spoken to us v.2; 
b. Priest – made purification by Himself v.3; 
c. King – sat down Majesty on High v. 3
Have these 3 roles ever been fulfilled in one person or being?  This tells me the significance of this messenger, this Son of God.
Mt21:34-37 – They will respect my Son…but instead they killed him
5. V1:3 What work had Jesus finished when he sat down?
sacrificial
6. V1:3 What work had Jesus started when he sat down?
Reigning
7. V1:4 How was Jesus made “much better or much more superior than angels”?
Heirarchy – God, angels, man, animals, creation
8. There are seven quotes listed.  Please read the context and discuss the need for these quotations from the Old Testament:
a. V5 - Psalm 2:7 - “You are my Son…”
Are others ever called son? C.f. Gen.6:2
Did he ever say Michael you are My Son? 
No
b. V5 - 2 Sam.7:14 – “…he will be my son”
-How will God build a house for David?
A lasting dynasty; a father son relationship; but in reality, God is building His dynasty through Jesus – the ideal King.
-What does begotten mean in this context? C.f. Acts 13:33
Acts 13:33 – his resurrection
c. V6 – Psa.97:7/Deut.32:43 (LXX) – “Let God’s Angels worship him”
-If these verses refer to angels worshiping God, how does the Hebrew writer apply this to Jesus?
Jesus is God
- How is Christ the firstborn of God? C.f Psa.89:27 – Was David the firstborn?
It denotes the preeminence of Jesus; David was born last in his family.
d. V7 – Psa.104:4 – “..winds…ministers…”
- What is the point that he is making?
That angels are mere servants that he uses at His pleasure
e. V8 – Psa.45:6-7 “Your throne O God…”
A wedding psalm.  A king in his kingdom.  Messianic – the ideal king
f. V10-12 – Psa.102:25-27 – “Changes not”
How can the writer say that these words about God can also be applied to the Son?
Jesus is God
g. V13 – Psa.110:1 – “Sit at my right hand” What does the reference to footstool mean? What does it signify?  Can you think of any OT reference to the feet?
Josh10:24 – Joshua put feet on conquered kings
“The Lord [Jehovah] said to my [David’s] Lord [????]….” (Psa. 110:1)
9. V1:4 What name did Jesus inherit?
Rank or position and Son
10. What is the emphasis of Chapter 1?
Jesus is the Son of God and he is a better messenger than the angels and prophets


Chapter 2 – A BETTER MESSAGE
1. V2:1 What warning does the Hebrew writer make?
That we do not drift away
2. V2:1 What is the reason that we should pay attention?  Or why is the “therefore” there?
The fact that Jesus is superior to angels; that He is the pre-eminence; He is the King;  So that we do not drift away?
3. V2:1 How can we drift away from God’s Word?
Doing nothing; 
I Peter 2:2 - like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 
II Peter 1:19 - So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts
4. V2:2 Which word was spoken through angels?
The Old Testament - (Deut 32:2(LXX); Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2)
Zzzz add quotes
5. V2:3-4 What four processes did God use to establish our great salvation? 
a. v.3 Declared by the Lord, 
b. v.3 attested to us, 
c. v.4 signs and wonders, 
d. v. 5 gifts of the Holy Spirit
6. V2:3-4 Describe the clarity of the message that God delivered.  In an analogous way, from where did the radio signal come?
They can’t blame a vague distorted message on God.
7. What is one objection that could be made that the Son is greater than angels? Hint: The writer spends most of Chapter 2 addressing this issue.  C.f. 1Cor.1:22-24
That he is just a man.  Why did He die? 1Cor 1:22-24
8. V2:5 The writer talks about “this world to come”.  In what sense can we understand this to mean the world in which Jesus’ kingdom is reigning?
In the sense that the writer is talking to Hebrews from their perspective and is trying to bring them to the present time in which Jesus is reigning.  Come into a world where Jesus is reigning.

7/12/17
9. What does 2:6 “It has been testified somewhere” mean?  Does the Hebrew writer forget where he is or not sure of himself?
Typical Greek literature way of introducing a quote
10. V2:6 From where is the writer quoting?  Who is this man that he is talking about?
Psa 8; man and Jesus but especially fulfilled by the ideal man Jesus
11. V2:8 In what sense did God crown man and give him dominion?
Dominion over creation Gen 1:26-30
12. V2:8 In what sense did man fail to be crowned with glory and honor, and in what sense did God fulfill that with his Son?
God created man and wanted them to be crowned w/ glory and honor but because of sin that did not happen.  He had his son come down out of heaven and live as a man and establish himself as a perfect, sinless man and therefore God crowned him w/ glory and honor
13. V2:9 What did Jesus overcome? What do we overcome? C.f Rev.3:21
He overcame sin here on earth; we overcome sin with the help of Jesus and because of his blood.
14. V2:10 Why was it fitting for Jesus?
This is the work God gave to Jesus.  He must suffer
15. V2:10 What work was accomplished with Jesus’ fitting work?
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect
16. V2:10 Describe the sense in which Jesus needed to be made perfect. 
As long as Jesus remained in the form of deity, he lacked the experience as a man that was essential to his work as our representative high priest.  In this sense, then, Jesus needed to be “perfected”, he needed to experience what we experience.  Therefore his becoming a man and his subsequent sufferings made His qualifications to bring men “to glory” complete (“perfect”) 
17. V2:10 Define founder or author or captain or G247 (Strong’s number).  How does this harmonize with Jesus being made perfect?
Just like Rev3:21 he blazed the trail to show that one can live in a close relationship with God.
If a ship wrecked then someone had to swim to shore towing a rope so the others could safely make it to shore.
18. V2:10-18 Identify the five attributes of Jesus.
a. v.10 Founder (Author/Captain), - he is our trailblazer to show the way
b. v.11 sanctifier, - he sets up apart for God’s own purpose
c. vv11-12brother, - He is someone we can relate to; He is family
d. v.15 deliverer/freer,  - He brought us out of bondage
e. v.17 high priest  - As we’ll see later one of the most important roles of the HP is to intercede for us to God on our behalf
19. V2:12 The writer turns his attention to things the Hebrew Christians had given up.  What were these things?
Ps22:22 - Them being the brother of Jesus – they were being persecuted and they wanted to give up and thereby no longer call Jesus their brother
20. Describe Psa.22.  Describe the position of the man in vv1—21. Describe the response of God in vv21-31.
A psalm of David when he is very weak; A messaianic psalm of Jesus; God will be victorious
21. How does the writer apply this to his readers?  What is he calling on them to do?
To put their trust in God; Jesus is their brother; Keep on keeping on
22. What is Isaiah going through in Isa.8:17-18?  How does he respond to God?
I will wait on the Lord; I will put my trust in God
Isaiah 8:17-18
(vs 11-15) God told Isaiah not to be afraid of his opponents (Assyria & Jews (traitor))
Isaiah’s response was that he resolved to put his confidence in the Lord (vs 16-18) and said “ I will wait for the Lord”
Author has apparently paraphrased this as “I will trust in him” to emphasize that it was an expression of the prophets faith and trust that God would indeed do as he promised
The prophet in his persecution stands as a model of the final, greater messenger from God, Jesus , who was also opposed by those to whom he was sent.  


Chapter 3 – BETTER THAN MOSES
1. V3:1 In what way are we to consider Jesus?
He is like Moses in that he was faithful
2. V3:1 What is an apostle?
One who is sent
3. V3:1 What confession did these Hebrew Christians make?  What were they saying? C.f Mt.10:32
That Jesus is their captain.  That they’ll follow him
Zzzz add quote
4. V3:2 Why bring up Moses?
He was an apostle, a great giver of the law; He was an intercessor
5. Can you think of a time that Moses interceded on behalf of the people? Ex.32; Num.12
Moses’ highest point since God said he was faithful and God spoke to him mouth to mouth.
6. Considering Num.12, what is the role of the high priest?
To be an intercessor for the people
7. Describe the role of Jesus as an intercessor and particularly how is Christ so uniquely qualified to fulfill this role?
He is Diety and He is man.  He can go between each group and relate to each group only through Him
8. V3:2 & V3:6 What small word difference does the writer use to describe Moses versus the way he describes Jesus?  What is his point?
V3:2 In=Moses v. v3:6Over=Jesus
9. V3:2 & V3:5 At what point or level in Moses’ life, does the writer describe Moses?
Highest – Num 20:12 0 Why didn’t the writer call on the time when Moses sinned?  Because the writer wanted to show Moses at his highest possible level and still be able to show that Jesus is superior to Moses.
10. V3:3 At this specific event in Moses’ life, how does the Hebrew writer contrast Moses to Jesus?
3:3 counted worthy of more glory
11. V3:5-6 Identify the two adjectives the writer uses to describe Moses and Jesus that would make one chose Jesus over Moses?
V5-6 servant v. Son
12. V3:6 – Identify a parable given by Jesus that relates to this statement.
Prodigal son Lk 15
13. V3:6 What does confidence mean in this context?
That you live it, having confidence, when going through hard times
14. V3:6 Doesn’t boasting have a negative connotation?  How can we boast in our hope?
We have joy in it.  We’re not ashamed of it.
15. V3:6 If you were a first century Jewish Christian, what is the writer doing to Moses and your identity?
He’s saying Christ is so much more important.  Do not hold Moses in such high regard.  If you go back to Moses you’re going back to a servant and you’re not going to be in the family of God.
16. Read Psa.95.  Describe the two different parts of this Psalm.  What is the point?  How does it relate to the first century Christians?
1st part is a Psalm of praise; 2nd part is a warning to not be like the exodus people with their lack of faith.  Don’t imitate their behavior.  They saw wondrous signs (parting of the red sea) and they still did not believe and follow through
17. V3:7-12 What did the Exodus people do to God?
Ex17:7 put Him to the test
18. V3:8 Describe a person who has a hard heart.
They won’t listen
19. What event does the warning in Psa.95:11 remind us of?  How serious was God?
Num14:30 – only Caleb and Joshua entered the promised land—because of their faith
20. V3:12 How should the reader interpret the warning today?
In the same way – the faithlessness of us today will result in the wrath of God
21. V3:13 When should we resolve to be faithful to God?
today
22. V3:13 – What other well-known admonishment from this Hebrew writer gives us encouragement?
Heb10:24-25
23. V4:12-13 Describe what sin does to us.
It is a downward spiral – heart hardening if we continue to give in to sin
24. V3:14 What is the qualifier to sharing Christ?
If 
25. V3:16 What had those heard?
They heard there was a land of rest
26. V3:17 What was the outcome of those who rebelled?
They died in the wilderness



Chapter 4 – A BETTER RESTING PLACE

1. V4:1 Why is the “therefore” there?
For us to consider ourselves in this same position
2. V4:1-3 What will happen to us if we do not hear the message and unite it with our faith?
We need to make the judgements of God real.  If we don’t we won’t enter His rest.
3. In vv4:1-11 what are four things that will cause us to not be able to enter his rest?
a. v.2 they were not united by faith;
Gen2:2
4. 4. Discuss the four rests mentioned in this chapter: 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 5. V4:4 When did God rest?

6. V4:4 What period of time of man is the writer trying to draw our attention to?
Adam and Eve when there was no sin
7. V4: What was the relationship of man and God during that time?
This was the ideal relationship; the kind that God intended
8. V4:11 – What must we do to enter that rest?
Strive or be diligent
9. V.4:12 – What is the Word of God able to do?  What does that mean?
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. – If you let it have its way and it will make you better – even able to separate joints.  If not it can judge you
10. V4:13 – What is the emphasis or point the writer is making?
Just like that animal that is brought to the sacrifice so are we before God
11. V4:14 – Why is our high priest so able to intercede on our behalf?  How did Jesus pass through the heavens?
He has been tempted in all points as we are yet without sin; passed through the veil (cf Heb10:20) or was resurrected and ascended
12. V4:16 Define “confidence” or “boldly” in this context.  What do we gain or how are we helped from this confidence?
Zzzzz need more here
13. V4:16 The writer seems to contrast his language from the previous warnings to the exhortation here.  How are we able to draw near to God?
His throne can be for destruction or for salvation; If we do what is right then we can have great confidence in God to know that we will receive mercy.


Chapter 5 – A BETTER HIGH PRIEST
1. V5:1 What is the role of the high priest?
act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. – To be a go between or an interceder

2. From where do you want your representative?
From among the people that I know and that know me.  Because they know me and care about me and the things that I care about.  He has the same concerns that I have.

3. What kind of relationship do you want your intercessor to have with God?
 [Exo 33:17 ESV] 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name."

4. V5:2 What makes the high priest so capable?
He is beset w/ weaknesses

5. V5:3 Because of his weakness, what must the high priest do?
he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins

6. V5:4 Can you identify examples of men taking on the role of priest that were outside the lineage of Aaron?
Korah
[Num 16:3, 31-33 ESV] 3 They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to them, "You have gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?" ... 31 And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 32 And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly.
Saul [1Sa 13:9-11, 13-14 ESV] 9 So Saul said, "Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings." And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, "What have you done?" And Saul said, "When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, ... 13 And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.“

King Uzziah [2Ch 26:16-21 ESV] 16 But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. 17 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the LORD who were men of valor, 18 and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God." 19 Then Uzziah was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead in the presence of the priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense. 20 And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they rushed him out quickly, and he himself hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck him. 21 And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper lived in a separate house, for he was excluded from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king's household, governing the people of the land.

Jeroboam - [1Ki 12:25, 27-28 ESV] 25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. And he went out from there and built Penuel. ... 27 If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah." 28 So the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to the people, "You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt."[1Ki 13:4 ESV] 4 And when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, "Seize him." And his hand, which he stretched out against him, dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself.


7. Read Lev.8-9 to get the background on the role of the Old Testament priesthood.
Read 8:4-10; 9:5-8, 22-24
[Lev 8:4-10 ESV] 4 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 5 And Moses said to the congregation, "This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to be done." 6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 And he put the coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with the band. 8 And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 9 And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses. 10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. [Lev 9:5-8, 22-24 ESV] 5 And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD. 6 And Moses said, "This is the thing that the LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to you." 7 Then Moses said to Aaron, "Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded." 8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. ... 22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.

8. V5:5-6 If you were a Jew 2000 years ago, are you expecting the Messiah to be Priest and King? Why?
Your lineage had the kings and priests separated while other nations round about had king and priest in one man/office
Egypt - The Pharaoh in ancient Egypt was the political and religious leader of the people and held the titles 'Lord of the Two Lands’ and 'High Priest of Every Temple’. 
Chaldeans
In ancient Babylon the king served as both high priest and civil ruler.

9. Did the Messiah have the right to be Priest and King?
Yes.  That’s what the writer is establishing
[Psa 110:1-5 ESV] 1 A Psalm of David. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool." 2 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, "You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek." 5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.

10. What two qualifications does the writer establish that Jesus must have to be called Priest and King?
a. Appointed by God
i. [Heb 5:5 ESV] 5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you";
b. Taken from men
i. [Heb 5:7-8 ESV] 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.
c.  What does this teach us about Christ?
i. [Heb 5:7-8 ESV] 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.
ii.  [Luk 22:44 ESV] 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
iii. [Mat 27:46 ESV] 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?“
iv. [Mar 15:34 ESV] 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?“
d. What does this teach us about Christ?
i. It was hard for him – loud cries, tears, agony 
ii. Pathway to glory is the pathway of suffering
iii. The God that gives the glory is the God that allows the suffering
iv. We will not be exempt from suffering

11. Who was Melchizedek?  Describe his lineage, his birth, his death, and who anointed him Priest and King.
The Bible does not reveal these details to us.
[Gen 14:18 ESV] 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.)
[Heb 7:1 ESV] 1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,

12. V5:8-9 In what sense did Jesus learn obedience or become perfected?  Or was Jesus disobedient or was he not perfect?
He learned what it was like to be a man even when it was tough; He was perfected to be a priest, the sense that he led the way (captain) for us not as much that He needed it but He needed to do it on our behalf; this consecrated Christ or set him apart for His role as HP and intercessor 

"He learned obedience" - what does this mean?
         a. Certainly He knew obedience as the Son of God
         b. Perhaps it means He came to know what obedience involved as one "in the flesh" (i.e., the challenge of obedience in the  midst of suffering, temptations, etc.)
      -- Through His suffering, Jesus certainly understands the "human 
         condition" which qualifies Him to serve as High Priest

13. V5:7 What time does this make us reflect upon in Jesus’ life?
His crucifixion 
a. Was He heard?
Yes
b. Why was Jesus heard?
Reverent submission – He acted like a son and a man not as God
1Jo 5:14 ESV] 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.
reverence = signifies, firstly, "caution;" then, "reverence, godly fear,"

c. What lesson can we learn from this?
God’s love for Jesus and us; We don’t always get the answer that we want

14. V5:11 What admonishment does the writer turn to?  What does he accuse them of?
Being hard/dull of hearing

15. V5:12 What are the basic principles of the oracles of God?
a. V6:1 a foundation of repentance from dead works
b. V6:1 faith toward God
c. V6:2 instruction about washings
d. V6:2 the laying on of hands
e. V6:2 the resurrection of the dead
f. V6:2 and eternal judgment.

Craft worker – Trades and Labor – Apprentice, journeyman, foreman, manager.  What would happen if you were an apprentice for 20 years?

[Act 17:11-12 ESV] 11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men.

[Act 7:54 ESV] 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.

[Act 2:37 ESV] 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"

16. V5:12-14 How do we become mature?
those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice

Discern = a distinguishing, discerning, judging
[1Co 12:10 ESV] 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
2Tim2:15
NKJV - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth
ESV - Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,[fn] a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.


17. How do we live on milk?
Stay childish

1. Christians need to “hold fast” their confession; that is, their professed service and allegiance to Christ (4:14; Mt. 10:32-33).
2. Like Jesus, we can resist temptation by appealing to scripture (4:15; Mt. 4:1-11).
3. Christians, instead of falling away, need to turn in prayer to “the throne of grace” and receive mercy and help (4:16; 1 John 5:14-15).
4. The God that brings us to glory allows suffering. We should expect it and prepare. 
5. Suffering does not mean that God does not love us. We need to have the attitude of reverent submission as we make our supplications to God. 
6. Jesus is “the author of salvation” (2:10; 5:9). “Author” in Hebrews 2:10 means literally “leader” or “captain” (Gr. archegos). “Author” in Hebrews 5:9 means literally “cause” (Gr. aitios). Thus, Jesus like a “captain” leads the way to our salvation and through him he is the “cause” that makes salvation possible.
[Heb 5:9 ESV] 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,
[Heb 5:9 NKJV] 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,
[image: ]

Chapter 6 – BETTER MATURITY
1. V6:1 Why is the “therefore” there?
If we are spiritually immature let us change and press on to spiritual maturity

2. Review each elementary principle and describe a situation where the people exemplified the principle or God admonished the people.
a. Repentance from dead works Mk.1:15
[Mar 1:15 ESV] 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."
turning from works which produce spiritual death not life
[Rev 3:1 ESV] 1 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.

 [Eph 2:1-3 ESV] 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
[Rom 6:21 ESV] 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.


b. Faith toward God Heb.11:6 
[Heb 11:6 ESV] 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

that trusting conviction in God and His promises that is essential to pleasing Him - cf. He 11:6

This faith is produced by the Word of God itself - cf. 
[Rom 10:17 ESV] 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
[Jhn 20:30-31 ESV] 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

c. Doctrine of Washing (Baptisms) Mk.7:4-8
[Mar 7:4 ESV] 4 and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.)

1) In the first century A.D., there were many ritual washings practiced by various sects of the pagans and Jews
 a) Such practices needed to be carefully distinguished from Christian baptism
 b) Just as John's baptism was distinguished from baptism into Christ - cf. Ac 19:1-5
2) Today, it is important to understand the different kinds of baptisms practiced...Eph4:5 one baptism
 a) Nearly all "Christian" religions practice some sort of baptism
 b) But most do not baptize for the reasons stated in the Scriptures - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16; Ro 6:1-6

c1. Laying on of hands
1) In the early church, this was done for various reasons:
a) By Jesus, and others with the gift of healing, to heal the sick - Lk 4:40; Mk 16:18; Ac 28:8
b) By Jesus, to bestow special blessings upon others Mk 10:16; Mt 19:13-15
c) By the apostles, to impart the Spirit in a miraculous measure - Ac 8:14-25; 19:1-7;
d) By church leaders, to appoint different ones for service - Ac 6:1-6; 13:1-3; 1Ti 4:14; 5:22
2) Note that the laying on of hands was often accompanied with prayer; perhaps the imposition of hands being the outward symbol of the prayer (Lightfoot)

d. Resurrection of the dead John 5:28-29; Acts 4:2
[Mat 22:31-32 ESV] 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of the living."
[Luk 20:33 ESV] 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife." 
[Jhn 5:28-29 ESV] 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
[Act 4:2 ESV] 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.
[Luk 20:33 ESV] 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife."
[Act 17:32 ESV] 32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, "We will hear you again about this."

1) A central theme of apostolic preaching was the resurrection of Jesus - Ac 2:31-32; 10:40; 13:33
[Act 2:31-32 ESV] 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

2) They also preached in Jesus our own resurrection, which is our precious hope! - Ac 4:2; 24:15; 1Co 15:12-23
[Act 24:15 ESV] 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
[1Co 15:12 ESV] 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

e. Eternal judgment Mt.25:44-46
[Mat 25:44-46 ESV] 44 Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

1) Another theme of apostolic preaching - cf. Ac 17:30-31; 24:24-25
[Act 17:30-31 ESV] 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

2) Also stressed in their epistles - cf. Ro 2:16; 14:10-12; 2Co 5:10
[Rom 2:16 ESV] 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.
[Rom 14:10-12 ESV] 10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God." 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.


3. V6:3 What will we do if God permits?
Leave the basic principles

4. V6:4-5 Describe the advantages or characteristics of being a Christian.
a. Enlightened
to enlighten, spiritually, imbue with saving knowledge
b. tasted the heavenly gift
[Psa 34:8 ESV] 8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
c. shared in the Holy Spirit
[Act 5:32 ESV] 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him."
d. tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come
They had experienced the good things the word of God promises
          They had experienced "the powers of the age to come"
            1) The "age to come" is likely the Messianic age, ushered in with the first coming of Christ, and consummated with His second coming (Lightfoot)
            2) The "powers of the age" they had experienced...
[Eph 3:20 ESV] 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us,

5. V6:4 What type of person is this?
Christian

6. How does the person who has fallen away crucify again the son of God? C.f. Acts 2:36-38
They don’t consider him their savior
[Act 2:36-38 ESV] 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


7. How or why is it impossible for the fallen to be restored?
They refuse to accept Jesus; they want to go back to the Old Law; they don’t return to Christ
[Heb 3:9 ESV] 9 where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years.
[Gal 5:4 ESV] 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.
 [Heb 3:12-13 ESV] 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
[Heb 10:29 ESV] 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?

8. Describe the backup plan for those who have fallen and refuse to accept Jesus?
There is no backup plan

9. V6:7 What is the result of useful land?
It produces a crop

10. V6:8 What is the result of worthless land?
It is worthless as it bears only thorns and thistles
Jn15:1-8 Vine and branches

11. V6:9 In what way is the writer speaking?
In a negative, admonishing, warning fashion

12. What three things does the writer mention that will gain us the full assurance of hope until the end?
a. your work 
[2Ch 16:9 ESV] 9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this, for from now on you will have wars."
b. the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints
c. show the same earnestness
They had to perform just like they had in the past to be acceptable

[Heb 6:10-11 ESV] 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end,

13. V6:12 How do we inherit promises?
Not sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience
Heb3:6, 14 – diligent – confidence, steadfast to the end; sluggishness opens up to apostasy

14. What example does the writer use to reinforce the faith and patience we must have?
God’s promises to Abraham
God keeps his promises!

15. How old was Abraham when God made the promises? Gen.12
Gen 12:4  - around 75

16. How old was Abraham when Isaac was born?
Gen21:5….   100     Died 175 		Gen 23:1 Sara died 127

17. Describe Abraham’s patience.
[Rom 4:18-21 ESV] 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

18. V6:17 For whose purpose did God use an oath?
Ours, all people
It seems the purpose of a vow or oath is to make a solemn commitment or promise to do what you say you are going to do. 
joined with an oath really confirms the unchangeableness of God's counsel

[Gen 22:16-17 ESV] 16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,

In which He swore by Himself (because He could not swear by anyone higher)
A promise which Abraham obtained after patient endurance - cf. v.15 with v.12

19. V6:19 What do we have as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul?

Hope, refuge 

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS IS OUR ASSURANCE!
      1. It gives us "strong encouragement" - He 6:18b-19b
         a. We who are seeking refuge
         b. We who need "an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast"

20. Where does our hope anchor?
Behind the veil where Jesus is waiting


Do you know other people who have put their confidence in:
Self
Other people
Riches
…..


Chapter 7 – A BETTER PRIESTHOOD
Read Gen.14 & Psa.110.
1. V7:1 What two titles does Melchizedek carry?
king of Salem, priest of the Most High
priest & King Gen 14:18 the priest of God Most High

2. V7:1 Geographically where was Salem?
Thought to be near Jerusalem

3. V7:2 How does the author define these two titles of Melchizedek?
king of righteousness, king of peace
The name "Melchizedek" means "king of righteousness"
         	The title "king of Salem" means "king of peace"

4. V7:3 From where did Melchizedek come to have no father or mother?
It just wasn’t’ recorded for us – This just accentuates the similarity between Mel and Jesus.  Jesus as God does not have beginning or end
 
a. "without father, without mother, without genealogy"
b. "having neither beginning of days nor end of life"
c. "made like the Son of God"
d. "remains a priest continually"

forever - does not always denote the idea of unending chronological duration.  It may simply speak of “futurity” in an indefinite manner  (Pickup, 159

5. V7:4-11 Why did Abraham offer tithes to Melchizedek?
V7:7Abraham was inferior
Melchizedek was superior
Melchizedek blesses Abram (Abraham) - Gen 14:19
Abram pays tithes to Melchizedek - Gen 14:20b

MELCHIZEDEK RECEIVED TITHES FROM ABRAHAM (4-6a)4-6a
1. Abraham paid a tenth to Melchizedek
2. Just as the nation of Israel would later pay a tenth to the sons of Levi
      -- Thus Abraham, great as he was, showed his deference to Melchizedek
MELCHIZEDEK BLESSED ABRAHAM (6b-7)
1. Melchizedek blessed him "who had the promises" (Abraham)
2. There is no dispute that "the lesser is blessed by the better"
-- Thus Melchizedek is clearly "better" than Abraham

   C. MELCHIZEDEK'S SERVICE WAS NOT AFFECTED BY DEATH (8)
1. In the priesthood under the Jewish system (i.e., the Levitical or Aaronic priesthood), tithes were received by "mortal men" (whose service ended at death)
2. But it has been witnessed that Melchizedek "lives"("remains a priest continually" - He 7:3)
3. How he lives and remains a priest continually, the Bible does not say
- But in this way Melchizedek is greater than the Levitical priests (a point made concerning Jesus later in the chapter)

   D. EVEN LEVI PAID TITHES TO MELCHIZEDEK (9-10)
1. Levi was "in the loins of his father" Abraham when Melchizedek met him
2. Thus Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes "through Abraham, so to speak"
 -- Again illustrating the greatness of Melchizedek, as one greater than Levi!

6. V7:4 How did the Jews view Abraham?
As a patriarch…as the leader of their tribe…as their Father
[Jhn 8:53 ESV] 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?"

[Heb 7:9 ESV] 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,

7. V7:11 Why was there a need for another priesthood after the order of Melchizedek?
if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood

1. Perfection means "completeness" and in this context it speaks of making men acceptable to God (Believers' Study Bible)
      2. The Old Law with its priesthood could never fully reconcile  man back to God

Jesus coming as a priest after the order of Melchizedek implies that
the Levitical priesthood, while having served the purpose for which it
was intended (to foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ), was not able to
provide man what he really needs.

8. V7:11 What does it mean to be after the order?
Order – according to the arrangement, setup, template
Not succession

9. V7:12 What law was Melchizedek under?
We don’t know for sure but he would have been a patriarch where God dealt with the heads of families
The emphasis is that it would have been different than the law of Moses just like Jesus is under a different law.

10. V7:13 Of whom is the writer referencing that is from another tribe?
Jesus 7:14
[Mat 1:2 ESV] 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,

11. Gen.14; Heb.7 In reference to Melchizedek as a High Priest, what work as High Priest had to be finished by another?  In reference to the Levitical priesthood, who finished the work of the previous High Priest?  How do these priesthoods differ?  
Nothing is recorded for us to show that Melchizedek work was finished by another Priest.  OT HP work would have been finished by the next HP.  It shows a continual line under the OT but a single HP by Melch.

12. How is the priesthood of Melchizedek similar to Jesus’ priesthood?  Hint: There are two main ideas.
King and priest, no successor or only 1 needed to fulfill God’s will
	P.H. of Melchizedek 
	P.H. of Jesus

	Priest/King
	Priest & King

	King of Salem (Peace)
	King of Peace

	King of Righteousness
	King of Righteousness

	Timeless – no beginning or end of days recorded
	        Eternal – no beginning or end of days

	Only 1 priest needed to fulfil God’s work
	         Jesus will fulfil the complete role




13. V7:14 The writer makes use of a way to interpret the Bible.  What technique does he use and how should we use it today?
Silence of the scriptures do no give allowance to do another thing.  When one thing is prescribed then that rules out all other things

14. V7:16 In what way did a Levitical High Priest take office? C.f Ezra 2.
He had to be of Aaron both father and mother; Some in Ezra could not trace back their lineage and thus were not allowed to serve

[Ezr 2:62 ESV] 62 These sought their registration among those enrolled in the genealogies, but they were not found there, and so they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean.
[Num 16:40 ESV] 40 to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so that no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah and his company--as the LORD said to him through Moses.
After reading 7:11-19, answer the following questions true or false.
15. The Law of Moses was sufficient.  True/False
16. God sent his Son to be sacrificed even though it wasn’t required.  True/False
17. The Levitical Priesthood was completely sufficient for God’s purpose in perfecting His people.  True/False

18. V7:18 What commandment was set aside?
The Old Law
"Annulled" means "to declare as void, to invalidate, to abrogate"
abolition," is translated "disannulling = cancel or make void

[Mat 5:17-18 ESV] 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

19. Describe this better hope that we have that draws us near to God.
We have Jesus who is able to perfect us;  He was a better sacrifice; He is a better mediator; He is a better interceder

[Eph 2:14-16 ESV] 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
[Col 2:14-15 ESV] 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

[Heb 4:14-16 ESV] 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

20. V7:21 From where does the writer quote?
Psa110:4

21. V7:20-24 Identify four ways that Jesus’ priesthood is better than the Levitical priesthood.
a. He was made priest “with an oath” by God (20) Psa110:4
We saw earlier that a promise joined with an oath really confirms the unchangeableness of God's counsel - cf. He 6:17

b. He is a “guarantor of a better covenant.” (22)
i. Guarantor = a person or entity that agrees to be responsible for another's debt
ii. [Act 20:28 ESV] 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
c. He “holds his priesthood permanently” (24)
d. He “continues forever (24)”

22. Because of these four ways, what is Jesus able to do?
able to save to the uttermost

23. V7:25 How is Jesus able to save them?
he always lives to make intercession for them.
it suggests what Jesus is doing for us now, and is most willing to do!

24. V7:25-28 Describe the characteristics of Jesus.
V25 He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him
V25 since he always lives to make intercession for them.
V26 holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and 
Holy="religiously right, holy," as opposed to what is unrighteous or polluted. It is commonly associated with righteousness
Innocent = "without evil"
Unstained/Undefiled = free from contamination
V26 exalted above the heavens.
	Higher than the heavens
[Isa 55:9 ESV] 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

V27He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

That they had to be continually offered implies a fundamental weakness in the efficacy of the sacrifices themselves

V28 by an oath was appointed   -  in contrast to the law appoints men in their weakness
V28 made perfect forever.



Chapter 8 – A BETTER COVENANT
1. What do we know about Jesus as High Priest?
a. Place
v.1 seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven which means “God”
b. Covenant
v.2 Set up in the true tent by the lord and not by man
[Heb 9:1 ESV] 1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness.
c. Sacrifice
v.3 Must provide a sacrifice – more details to come in Chapter 9….
[Heb 9:12 ESV] 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

2. V8:1 What kind of high priest do we have?
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven
Chpt 7 - one that is after the order of Melchizedek not like the HP who die

3. V8:2 What true tent does the writer reference?  What might the writer be trying to persuade the reader to let go of?
Not a temporary tabernacle but rather the perfect place to minister to people.
The true tent in heaven not the shadow tent here on earth

4. V8:3 Identify a few gifts and sacrifices that were made by Levitical priests
Sacrifice for sin
[Lev 23:37-38 ESV] 37 "These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the LORD food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, 38 besides the LORD's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD.

5. V8:4 Who is the “he” that the writer references?
Jesus 

6. V8:5 Who is the “they” that the writer references?  How is their service described?
The OT HP. Serve as a copy and shadow of heavenly things

7. V8:6 In the covenant that Jesus mediates, what are some of the better promises?

[Heb 7:18-19 ESV] 18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.

Jesus forgives sins…..
Different than first (8:7–9)
Spiritual and Personal (8:10)
Sanctifying (8:10b)
Composed of ones who know God (8:11)
Gracious (8:12)
Assuring (8:8, 10, 12)
[2Pe 1:4 ESV] 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.

8. V8:8 In this new covenant that God establishes, what happens to the old covenant?
Completely done away with since the law speaks nothing concerning a priest coming from the house of Judah cf 7:14
[Mat 5:17-18 ESV] 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
[Gal 3:24-25 ESV] 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,

9. V8:8 What does this quote from Jer.31:31 mean to us as we follow this new covenant?
What an awesome responsibility we have.
[Jer 11:7-8 ESV] 7 For I solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, warning them persistently, even to this day, saying, Obey my voice. 8 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not."
[Jer 31:31-32 ESV] 31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD.

10. What things will God do?
See ppt.

11. V8:10 Identify a few ways describing the way God deals with us today that is better than the way He dealt with His people under the Old Law.  C.f. Ezek.11:19-20; Psa.40:6-8; How did one become a subject in the Old Law and how does one become a subject under the Law of Christ?
Covenant of Obedience – If it is in our hearts, we will have the will to obey it

[Eze 11:19-20 ESV] 19 And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 20 that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.
[Psa 40:6-8 ESV] 6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 7 Then I said, "Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 8 I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."
Covenant of Grace – v. 12, Heb 10:17

Inward and Spiritual
A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
[1Pe 2:9 ESV] 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
IT WILL BE WITH PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE LORD
v.11Know the Lord', for they shall know Me..."
A child was born into it and was circumcised on the 8th day and then taught the law.  Under the new law the individual learns of God and believes in Him and then fully develops the relationship.
What does believe in Acts mean?

12. V8:13 What happens to the Old Covenant?
It becomes obsolete

13. In what sense does the writer mean that it is becoming obsolete?
In the hearts and minds of his readers that he is trying to convince to see the better things that they have in Jesus over the HP in the Old Law
1) The death of Jesus rendered the sacrifices of the first  covenant unnecessary
2) Before long, the temple itself would be destroyed, and along with it, the last vestiges of the Levitical priesthood
         b. Truly, it was "ready to vanish away"


Chapter 9 – A BETTER SACRIFICE
The New Covenant is based upon "better promises" In He 8:7-13
The New Covenant pertains to a "better sanctuary" Chapter 9
The New Covenant provides a "better sacrifice"

1. Sketch or find a drawing showing the tabernacle with the items mentioned in this chapter.


[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a2/Tabernacle.png]


2. Define tent or tabernacle.  What does this signify?
It was temporary in nature.  It was a shadow of things to come

3. Thinking about the items that God instructed Moses to establish under the Old Law, identify what they possibly represented:
a. Lampstand
7 candles which represented the Spirit of God (lighted each night)
b. Table and bread of presence (showbread)
God’s provisions for the people
c. Golden altar of incense
Outside in the Holy Place.  Smoke of incense of the prayer of the people going up to God.  V9:3,4 says that it is behind the 2nd veil (MHP) this is probably because the smoke would waft into the MHP.  Therefore, it’s function was in the MHP
[Heb 9:4 ESV] 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.
[Psa 141:2 ESV] 2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!
[Exo 40:26 ESV] 26 He put the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil,
[Lev 16:13 ESV] 13 and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.
d. Veil
Separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place; it kept those who weren’t supposed to go into the MHP out.
e. Ark of the covenant
Represented the presence of God; the footstool of God; inaccessible to everyone except for the HP on 1 day a year
i. Pod of manna
God’s care for his people
ii. Aaron’s staff that budded
It confirmed Aaron as priest.  The Old Law and HP go together.  If one fails or stops then the other does
iii. Tablets – 10 commandments
Summary of the entire law
f. Mercy seat 
There I will be.  God would manifest himself there

4. Why does the writer of Hebrews select the Tent of Meeting (Tabernacle) instead of the current Temple?
Maybe because the current temple wasn’t as polished and as pristine as it was when it was originally set up. 1Kings8:9 Aaron’s staff and pot of manna were no longer in the ark.  Therefore this tent would represent the things that God intended and the people were able to carry out.  

5. V9:5 Read Jer. 3:16 and identify if this connects to why the writer says he can’t speak of this in detail.
[Jer 3:16 ESV] 16 And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares the LORD, they shall no more say, "The ark of the covenant of the LORD." It shall not come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again.
The ark, containing the two tables of the law, disappeared at the Babylonian captivity, and was not restored to the second temple
[2Ch 36:18 ESV] 18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon.

6. V9:6 Who performed rituals in the Holy Place?
The regular priests
7. V9:7 Who performed rituals in the Most Holy Place?  How often?  
High Priest; once a year
8. V9:7 What must he take with him?  Why?
Blood; This was where God was and if he didn’t take blood and do everything as prescribed then he would die

9. Identify in Lev.16:2 what Aaron had to do to enter the Most Holy Place?
Everything God told him to do.  If you were a HP how would you enter the MHP?  With a very serious attitude acknowledging that if you did anything outside of what was prescribed that you would die!

10. What does this say about the accessibility of God to man?
God was not accessible; access is denied; this was not even the true form of God but rather just a symbolic representation of God
8/23/17

Chapter 8 – Better Promises
Chapter 9 – Better Sanctuary
Chapter 10 – Better Sacrifice – cleanses sin and our conscience of sin

Altar of incense in the MHP
Mike was mentioning to me that the Hebrew writer put the altar of incense in the Most Holy Place while the other OT references put it in the Holy Place.

[Heb 9:3-4 ESV] 3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.

Did he get it wrong or forget what he was saying?  How can we harmonize or understand what the Hebrew writer is saying? 

Consider some of these passages:

[Lev 16:12-13 ESV] 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13 and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.

[Psa 141:2 ESV] 2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!

[Rev 8:4 ESV] 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.

[1Ki 6:22 ESV] 22 And he overlaid the whole house with gold, until all the house was finished. Also the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary he overlaid with gold.

11. V9:8 When Jesus was crucified what happened to the veil?  What is the author saying is standing in the way of man gaining access to God?
The Old Testament system.  The courtyard, the Holy Place, MHP all of it is standing in the way

12. V9:9 Define conscience.
"a knowing with" (sun, "with," oida, "to know"), i.e., "a co-knowledge (with oneself), the witness borne to one's conduct by conscience, that faculty by which we apprehend the will of God, as that which is designed to govern our lives;" hence
(a) the sense of guiltiness before God; Hbr 10:2;
(b) that process of thought which distinguishes what it considers morally good or bad, commending the good, condemning the bad, and so prompting to do the former, and avoid the latter

13. Define perfection in this context.
To bring to completion.

14. V9:9 Why would the conscience hold a person back from having their sins remitted? Hint: stick with the theme of Hebrews.
The blood of Jesus is better.  The blood of bulls and goats is not sufficient.  The worshipper would always feel that they have not done enough to receive forgiveness.  It would be like someone paying off a debt for you without you actually paying for it.  While grateful you would still feel like you owed for it.

15. Read Micah 6:6-8 Does Micah illustrate this point?
Micah says that even though he made sacrifice there was still a sense in which he felt that he could do more or that more should be done for him.
[Mic 6:6-8 ESV] 6 "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

16. V9:11-14 In contrast to the sacrifices under the Old Law, what will the blood of Christ do?
V14  purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God

17. How were people under the Old Law defiled? C.f. Num.19
[Heb 9:13 ESV] 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,
By touching something unclean
[Num 19:11 ESV] 11 "Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days.

18. V9:14 In contrast to the defilement, what is the blood of Christ able to do?
purify our[fn] conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
Go back to Heb8 & Jer31 – Under the law of Christ we have law on hearts and minds

Therefore Christ not only removes the "legal" guilt of sin, but also the "inward" (or emotional) guilt of sin!

19. V9:15-28 What was the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice?  To what degree did He accomplish this?
To inaugurate a new covenant…to wash away our sins (not just our flesh)… completely

[Heb 9:15 ESV] 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

20. V9:15 What is a mediator?
A go between; "one who acts as a guarantee" so as to secure something which otherwise would not be obtained; guaranteeing its terms for His people.

21. V9:15 How strong is the blood of Christ?  What is it able to do?
Wash away the sins of those who committed them under the first covenant
[Heb 9:15 ESV] 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.
Redeem = a releasing effected by payment of ransom

22. V9:16-19 – Under what circumstances was the first covenant inaugurated? C.f. Ex.24
With blood

23. Under what circumstances was the second covenant inaugurated? C.f. Mt.26:28
[Mat 26:28 ESV] 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

24. V9:23 What kind of sacrifice was Jesus?
[Heb 9:23 ESV] 23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

Exactly what is meant by "heavenly things" is unclear
            1) Some point to passages like Col 1:20, where even "things in heaven" are reconciled to God by Jesus' blood - [Col 1:20 ESV] 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
            2) Some believe it has reference to the church, of which the Holy Place in the earthly tabernacle was typical
            3) B. W. Johnson comments:  "By the heavenly things are meant all of which the tabernacle was typical. The holy place was a type of the church, which is cleansed with the blood of Christ. Perhaps, too, there is a reference to the redeemed church above, in the heavens, which eternally praises him who cleansed it with his blood."(The People's New Testament)

25. V9:24 What is the point of Jesus entering the holy places?
That He is a sufficient sacrifice
[Heb 9:24 ESV] 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

[Heb 8:2 ESV] 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man.
[Heb 9:24 ESV] 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
[Heb 10:1, 22 ESV] 1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. ... 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

26. V9:24 Since Jesus is in the presence of God now, what is he doing for us?
He appears in the presence of God on our behalf – as our mediator

27. V9:26 What was the blood of Christ able to accomplish?
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself

28. V9:28 When Jesus returns the second time, instead of sin, what is Jesus going to deal with?  What does this suggest about Jesus’ blood in relation to sin?
to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

1. With His first coming, He was primarily the "sin-bearer"
         a. He came "to bear the sins of many"
         b. Which He did by dying on the cross for our sins -[1Pe 2:24 ESV] 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
2. His second coming will be "apart from sin" – to rescue His people	
         a. To bring salvation (from the wrath of God to come - [Rom 5:9 ESV] 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
         

29. V9:28 For those that are seeking the return of Jesus, what should be our position in dealing with the second coming of Christ? C.f. Rom.8:23, 25; 1 Cor.1:7; Php.3:20
[Rom 8:23-25 ESV] 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
[1Co 1:7 ESV] 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
[Phl 3:20 ESV] 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
b. To those who eagerly await for Him - cf. 1Th 1:9-10

30. What word did you find repeated in this chapter?
Blood -12
Sin – 6




How is the sanctuary of the New Covenant superior?
   a. By virtue of its nature:  heavenly, not physical
   b. By virtue of its ministry:
      1) Dealing effectively with sin
      2) Providing complete and final deliverance



[bookmark: _Hlk491881407]Chapter 10 – A BETTER SERVICE
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Chapter 8 – Better Promises
Chapter 9 – Better Sanctuary
Chapter 10 – Better Sacrifice – cleanses sin and our conscience of sin	

1. V10:1-4 How does the Hebrew writer describe the sacrifices of animals under the Old Law?
a. How often were they made?
V1 continually offered every year
b. What remained incomplete for the worshiper?
V3 reminder of sins every year.

2. V10:1-4 Did those under the Old Law receive forgiveness of sins? C.f. Heb.9:9
Yes.  But since it was based on inferior sacrifices they were left with a yearly reminder.  These rituals were a shadow of things to come
[Heb 9:9 ESV] 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 
[Lev 4:20 ESV] 20 Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with this. And the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.
[Psa 32:1 ESV] 1 A Maskil of David. Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
[Jer 36:3 ESV] 3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every one may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin."
[Psa 130:4 ESV] 4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.

3. Compare and contrast the Old Law sacrifice versus the blood of Christ.  Particularly, how would a worshipper feel on the day of atonement (Lev.23:26; 16:2) versus how we feel with the blood of Christ (Jer.31:34)?
[Jer 31:34 ESV] 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."
Heb9:13-14

4. Why could animals never repay the debt of sin? C.f. Ezek.18:4
[Eze 18:4 ESV] 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.
The sinner must die not the animal

5. Where did Jesus say sin comes from? C.f. Mt.23:26
From the heart
[Mat 23:26 ESV] 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.
[Mat 15:18 ESV] 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person.
[Gen 6:5 ESV] 5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6. Is the author suggesting an external solution for an internal problem?
[Heb 10:5 ESV] 5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me;
The problem with sin is that it is not external to us, but it is something that comes from a defiled heart (Matt 15:18f). That is, it is a moral issue and not a matter of ritual. No animal sacrifice can fix such a problem. 
[Heb 10:10 ESV] 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
God provided the body – the sacrifice 
[Jhn 1:29 ESV] 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

7. V10:5-7 What does God take delight in?
Not sacrifices and offerings but rather obedience
[Heb 10:7 ESV] 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.'"


8. V10:5-7 Why does the author recall this psalm?
To show that what is happening is rooted in the OT law 
[Psa 40:6-8 ESV] 6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 7 Then I said, "Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 8 I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."
a. Animal sacrifices were offered against their will
         b. Jesus freely offered Himself in accordance with His Father's will! - cf. [Jhn 6:38 ESV] 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.

9. What was the problem that Saul had in 1Sam.15?
[1Sa 15:1, 3, 8, 11, 13-14 ESV] 1 And Samuel said to Saul, "The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. ... 3 Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'" ... 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of the sword. ... 11 "I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and has not performed my commandments." And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night. ... 13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed be you to the LORD. I have performed the commandment of the LORD." 14 And Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear?"

10. Is the writer suggesting there is no place for sacrifices? C.f. Isa.1
God graciously accepted inferior sacrifices for the sins of his people in the first covenant, but they were not what was truly needed or wanted in order for God to be absolutely just 

[Isa 1:13, 16-17 ESV] 13 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations-- I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. ... 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

11. V10:7 If the worshippers in the Old Testament could not get it right, what does the Hebrew writer/Psalmist indicate about Jesus?  In what way did Jesus do it? 
[Heb 10:7 ESV] 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.'"

12. V10:9 In the language of the Hebrew writer in this chapter, what is the first and the second?
Shadow and image (true thing) Old Law and New Law
[Heb 10:9 ESV] 9 then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He does away with the first in order to establish the second.
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13. V10:11-12 What position does the priest take versus Jesus?  What does this suggest?
V11 stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices,
V12 Jesus sat down

14. V10:13 What is the purpose of a footstool?
Something to show your power and authority over another.
[Heb 1:13 ESV] 13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"?
Josh10:24 – Joshua put feet on conquered kings

15. V10:14 What two things does the writer indicate that Jesus accomplished?
Perfected (bring to completion) and sanctified ("to make holy" (from hagios, "holy"), signifies to set apart for God, to sanctify, to make a person or thing the opposite of koinos, "common;)

16. V10:15-18 What is the culmination of the prophecy of Jeremiah?
Jeremiah’s prophecy is correct and the Levitical system of making sacrifice for sins annually is abolished.

17. V10:19 This section seems to draw out some results.  What is the greatest result that our High Priest has accomplished that was not available to the worshipper under the Old Law?  What does that mean to us?
[Heb 10:19 ESV] 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,
Confidence - freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech
Mercy and Grace - [Heb 4:16 ESV] 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

18. V10:20 By comparison what purpose did the curtain/veil have?  In contrast, what purpose does the Flesh have? C.f. Heb.7:24
To separate those who had sin from God – 
To allow access to God thru His body
The veil or animal was dead but the body of Christ lives
[Heb 7:24 ESV] 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.

19. V10:22 Who is to draw near to God?
Us
a. Why?
Because of what Christ has accomplished.
b. How?
[Heb 10:22 ESV] 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

20. V10:22 In what sense is sprinkled used?
[Exo 29:21 ESV] 21 Then you shall take part of the blood that is on the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons' garments with him. He and his garments shall be holy, and his sons and his sons' garments with him.

21. V10:22 What does an evil conscience do?
[Heb 3:12 ESV] 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.
[Heb 4:2 ESV] 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.

22. V10:22 How do we wash our bodies with pure water?  C.f. Ex.30:20
[Exo 30:20 ESV] 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die.
[Act 22:16 ESV] 16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.'
[Luk 22:20 ESV] 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
[1Co 11:25 ESV] 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

23. V10:23 What are we to do?  Why?
[Heb 10:23 ESV] 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
[Heb 3:1 ESV] 1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,
[Heb 4:14 ESV] 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

24. V10:24 What are we to do?  Why?
[Heb 10:24 ESV] 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
[Heb 9:14 ESV] 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

25. V10:24-25 If one is weak or wavering in faith what should we do?  What do we generally find ourselves doing?
Neglecting to assemble with the saints

26. V10:24-25 What is accomplished by meeting together?
love and good works, encouraging one another

27. V10:25 What day is drawing near?
Judgement?
What will happen if we fail to heed the warning in v.23
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28. V10:26 What warning does the writer give?  C.f. Num.15:30
[Heb 10:26 ESV] 26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
[Heb 10:22 ESV] 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
[Num 15:30 ESV] 30 But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from among his people.
[Deu 13:6, 9 ESV] 6 "If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or the wife you embrace or your friend who is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods,' which neither you nor your fathers have known, ... 9 But you shall kill him. Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people.
[Deu 17:2, 5-6 ESV] 2 "If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, in transgressing his covenant, ... 5 then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6 On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.

29. What does the author say is the sin that no longer has a sacrifice?
[Heb 10:26 ESV] 26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
[Heb 10:29 ESV] 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?

[Heb 9:7 ESV] 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.
[Num 15:27-30 ESV] 27 "If one person sins unintentionally, he shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin offering. 28 And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who makes a mistake, when he sins unintentionally, to make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 29 You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the people of Israel and for the stranger who sojourns among them. 30 But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from among his people.

Implying not an "act" of sin, but a "state" of sin – How far can we go?

30. How is this person treating the Son of God?
[Heb 10:13, 29 ESV] 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. ... 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?

[Heb 13:12 ESV] 12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.

31. V10:28-30 How serious is this warning?
[Heb 10:30 ESV] 30 For we know him who said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge his people."
[Deu 32:36 ESV] 36 For the LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free.

[Exo 9:3 ESV] 3 behold, the hand of the LORD will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks.
[Jdg 2:15 ESV] 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress.
[1Sa 5:6 ESV] 6 The hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory.

[2Sa 24:10, 14, 16 ESV] 10 But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to the LORD, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly." ... 14 Then David said to Gad, "I am in great distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of man." ... 16 And when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the calamity and said to the angel who was working destruction among the people, "It is enough; now stay your hand." And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

32. V10:32-34 In your own words, how were they acting in the former days?
They were being true Christians, servants of Christ
[Heb 10:33-34 ESV] 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.

33. V10:33 To what degree had they suffered?
v. 32 athlēsis (athletics / competition) v33 Theatrizō (theatre )

34. V10:35 What warning does the author give?
Don’t throw away your confidence which has a great reward.
[Heb 10:35 ESV] 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

35. V10:35 How does confidence have a great reward?
Boldness to withstand the persecution - Confidence in the promises of God.

36. V10:36 Define endurance.
"patience," lit., "a remaining under"
steadfastness, constancy, endurance
in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings

37. V10:36 What was promised?
v.37 - Promise of the one to return
[Heb 9:15 ESV] 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
[Heb 4:1 ESV] 1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it.

38. V10:36 How could they know about this promise and how would it help them?
[Heb 4:1 ESV] 1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it.

[Heb 10:37-38 ESV] 37 For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him."
[Hab 2:3-4 ESV] 3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end--it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 "Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.
Just as it was certain in Habakkuk’s day that the Lord would come in judgment against his own unfaithful people, so the author finds in these words a fitting description of his original readers.  God’s judgment upon sinners is certain yet he will not destroy the righteous.

39. V10:39 What does “shrink back” mean?  What does it result in?
"to draw back, withdraw," perhaps a metaphor from lowering a sail and so slackening the course, and hence of being remiss in holding the truth;

40. V10:39 Those who have confidence, gain what?
preserve their souls.

Chapter 11 – A BETTER FAITH
What is this "faith" which leads "to the saving of the soul"?
How does this faith show itself in the lives of those who possess it?

1. V11:1 Define:
a. Assurance
    a setting or placing under; that which has foundation, is firm; that which has actual existence
        the steadfastness of mind, firmness, courage, resolution, confidence, firm trust, 

b. Hope
 to wait for salvation with joy and full confidence; hopefully; to trust in

c. Conviction 
a proof, that by which a thing is proved or tested

[Heb 11:1 ESV] 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
KJV = Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
NKJV = Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
NASB = Now faith is the [fn]assurance of things [fn]hoped for, the [fn]conviction of things not seen.

[Rom 10:17 ESV] 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
[Act 17:11-12 ESV] 11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men.

[2Co 5:7 ESV] 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
[Jhn 20:29 ESV] 29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

2. The author seems to bookend this chapter with a characteristic found in verses 2 and 39.  What is it?
Commendation - "to be a witness, bear witness, testify,
obtained a good testimony.  Good report
received divine approval.
Whose approval do we want?  The approval of God or the approval of those who we shrink back to?  Those in this chapter wanted greatly to please God and sought after His approval.  In the midst of trials and struggles and persecutions faith endures.  Faith acts and holds up under the heavy pressure.
[Heb 6:11-12 ESV] 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

3. Do we seek this same testimony from God?

4. V11:1 In relation to the definition of faith, what do each of these Godly people demonstrate?  i.e. When God called Abraham, what did he know of the promised land that made him get up and go?
They make the promises of God real.

5. How do we know that each of these people listed were faithful?  Identify some key action verbs.
Offered, taken, constructed, obeyed, went, received, seeking, blessed, made mention, 

6. Through all the struggles and tribulation and various circumstances of the individuals in this chapter, what does faith result in?
Endurance or it endures
[Heb 10:39 ESV] 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.
[Heb 11:39-40 ESV] 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
Those who in the past "should not be made perfect apart from us" are in Christ "made perfect"!
[Heb 9:15 ESV] 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

[Heb 11:4-5, 12-13, 19, 21-22, 35 ESV] 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. ... 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. ... 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. ... 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. ... 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life.

7. When God put before each of these characters a challenge, how did they treat those things that they were unable to see?
They treated them as reality

8. Were the readers undergoing some hardships?  How would these examples lift them up?
[Heb 12:4 ESV] 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
[Heb 10:32-33 ESV] 32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.

9. If God is not pleased with sacrifices, what is God pleased with? Hint: This is used around 19 times in this chapter.

Faith or obedience
[Heb 11:6 ESV] 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

10. V11:3 The first example is the reader.  What faith did they exhibit?  Why did they consider that God created the world?
[Heb 11:3 ESV] 3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
Gen1 – 8-10 times it indicates “God said….” Even though we weren’t around to see the origin of the universe through faith we see it and believe.

11. V11:4 Able is dead, but how does the writer describe him?  How is this possible?
[Heb 11:4 ESV] 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.
Able is dead v. alive (faith) 
Cain kills Able – the beginning of the faithless persecuting the faithful

12. V11:6 By faith:
a. What are we able to do?
[Heb 11:6 ESV] 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
b. What do we do to the unseen promises of God?
Faith is seeing the unseen promises of God’s word 

c. How far are we able to go and still receive the promises of God?
The faithful are willing to suffer as outcasts and even death itself because they know that God can overcome death. 
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13. V11:7 What did Noah do to the world?  How was he able to do this?
Condemned the world; By being righteous

14. V11:7 What did Noah receive of God?  What did the world receive of God?
A warning; the same warning; preaching of righteous Noah
[2Pe 2:5 ESV] 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;

15. V11:12 In one sense Abraham and Sarah were considered dead but through faith how did they consider the promises of God?  Was this too much for God?
Another instance of dead but alive
[Heb 11:8, 11 ESV] 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ... 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.

16. V11:17-19 How was Abraham able to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice?
[Heb 11:19 ESV] 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

17. Vv11:24-29 Consider Moses.  When he was in the house of Pharaoh, what did he have?  Why did he give it up?  What was he seeking?
He had fame, power, position, the envy of all the people; A better reward
[Heb 11:25-26 ESV] 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.

18. V11:30 If you were one of the ones marching around the city of Jericho before it fell, how would you feel?  On day 1?  On day 5?  On day 6?  What would keep you marching?  How does God feel about those who are faithful? C.f. 11:16

Josh6:1-20 1/day for 6 days ; 7 times on the 7th day total of 13 times.
[Heb 11:16 ESV] 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

19. V11:32-38 Describe the events of the life of one of these individuals listed in these verses and indicate what they overcame and how they did it.
Gideon
[Jdg 6:12-15, 17, 21, 25, 38-40 ESV] 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, "The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor." 13 And Gideon said to him, "Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, 'Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian." 14 And the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?" 15 And he said to him, "Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house." ... 17 And he said to him, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. ... 21 Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. ... 25 That night the LORD said to him, "Take your father's bull, and the second bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it ... 38 And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, "Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew." 40 And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew.
[Jdg 7:3, 7, 16, 22 ESV] 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.'" Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. ... 7 And the LORD said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home." ... 16 And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. ... 22 When they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.
[Jdg 8:10 ESV] 10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all who were left of all the army of the people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 men who drew the sword.

20. V11:40 How would these individuals listed here be perfected?

They would be made perfect alongside us.
[Heb 11:40 ESV] 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.


Chapter 12 – BETTER ENDURANCE
1. V12:1 What are we to put off to win the race?
[Heb 12:1 ESV] 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
Sometimes people who run train w/ weights or a parachute to run faster.  They remove the weight to be the fastest; it’s not a sprint but a marathon
All sins; especially the sin of unbelief
[Heb 6:11-12 ESV] 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

2. V12:2 How is Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith?
[Heb 12:1-2 ESV] 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
[Heb 2:10 ESV] 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.
[Heb 6:19-20 ESV] 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

3. V12:2 There were two considerations that Jesus had in going to the cross?  What do they mean?
Joy
[Psa 16:9-11 ESV] 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption. 11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Just as Jesus looked at the joy set before Him, so we must look to Jesus!
Shame - the emotional and spiritual agony

4. V12:2 Why is Jesus seated at the right hand of God?  What does this mean?  Have we seen this before?
To show that he has completed his work here on this earth.  That he is now our example for us to follow and live just as he did.

5. V12:3 How does the example of Jesus help us along our journey?
[Heb 12:3 ESV] 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.
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6. V12:4-7 To what degree had the Hebrew readers suffered?  How about us today?
[Heb 12:4 ESV] 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
[Heb 10:32-33 ESV] 32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.

7. V12:4-11 What is the context of this quote?  What is the purpose of discipline?
[Pro 3:11-12 KJV] 11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son [in whom] he delighteth.
Instruction, correction, discipline, a realignment
Thayer - "the whole training and education of children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions, now reproof and        punishment)"
 "whatever in adults also cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes and curbing passions"

Natural events, providence of God ; His Word; trials (Job), temptations, warnings, admonishments, 
[Jas 1:2-3 ESV] 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.

8. V12:12-13 What are we to do with our weaknesses?
[Heb 12:12-13 ESV] 12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.

Drooping hands and weak knees - A common figure of speech (Job 4:3-4; Isa 35:3), calling us to shake off all weariness, to be firm and strong
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed  = Another common expression, encouraging us to remove all that would hinder our progress (especially if we are weak)
[Isa 40:3-4 ESV] 3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

[1Co 16:13 ESV] 13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
Don’t have a victim mentality – Joel Osteen was criticized for telling victims of Hurricane Harvey to not have a victim mentality.

9. V12:14-15 What are we to do with others who are struggling?
[Heb 12:14-15 ESV] 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;

         a. The warning not to neglect our great salvation - He 2:1-3
         b. The warning not to be hardened by sin - He 3:12-14
         c. The warning to be diligent - He 4:1,11; cf. 2Pe 1:10
         d. The warning against willful sin - He 10:26-31

10. V12:16-17 What two things did Esau lose?  Why was he rejected?
[Heb 12:16-17 ESV] 16 that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

[Gen 25:32, 34 ESV] 32 Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?" ... 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
[Gen 27:38 ESV] 38 Esau said to his father, "Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father." And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

11. V12:18-21 What do these versus reference?
[Exo 19:12-19 ESV] 12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 'Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.' When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain." 14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the people; and they washed their garments. 15 And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman." 16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.

[Exo 20:18 ESV] 18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off

[Deu 9:19 ESV] 19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the LORD bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you. But the LORD listened to me that time also.

12. Vv12:18-24 Identify some of the descriptions given to the Mt Sinai of the Old Testament and the Zion of the New Covenant.
Mt Sinai
· what may be touched, 
· a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest
· the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them
· If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned." 
· terrifying 
· Moses said, "I tremble with fear." 
Mt Zion
•	city of the living God, 
· the heavenly Jerusalem, 
· innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
· 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
· and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
· spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and
· to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and
· to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

13. V12:18-24 Logically, which should be chosen?

14. V12:24 What did the blood of Abel call for?  How is the blood of Christ better than the blood of Abel?
Justice = [Gen 4:10 ESV] 10 And the LORD said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground.

[Heb 10:11-12, 14 ESV] 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, ... 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
[Heb 12:25 ESV] 25 See that you do not refuse him [Jesus] who is speaking. For if they [God’s people at Mt Sinai] did not escape when they [God’s people at Mt Sinai] refused him [Moses] who warned them [God’s people at Mt Sinai] on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him [Jesus] who warns from heaven.

New Living Translation
See to it that you obey God, the one who is speaking to you. For if the people of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, how terrible our danger if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven!

15. V12:25 Who is the “…refuse him who is speaking.”?
Jesus
[Heb 1:2 ESV] 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

16. V12:25 Who is the “….they did not escape”?
Those at Mt Sinai.
[Exo 19:18 ESV] 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
[Exo 19:21 ESV] 21 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and many of them perish.
[Exo 32:28 ESV] 28 And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the people fell.

[Hag 2:6 ESV] 6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.

17. V12:25 Who is the “they refused him who warned”?
God through Moses & Aaron & Levites 

18. V12:25 Who is the “him who warns from heaven.”?
Jesus

19. V12:26-27 What are the things that can’t be shaken in comparison to the things that can be shaken?
[Heb 12:26-27 ESV] 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 27 This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of things that are shaken--that is, things that have been made--in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.

20. V12:28-29 In view of this chapter, how and why should we offer our worship to God?
In difference to the way the earth would be destroyed the kingdom cannot be destroyed.
[Heb 12:28-29 ESV] 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.

List four reasons we should not refuse Him who speaks from heaven?
   (25-29)
   - v26-27 He will one day "shake" and "remove" earth and heavens
   - v28 We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken
   V28- We can have grace by which to serve God with reverence and godly fear
   - v29 God is a consuming fire


Chapter 13 – BETTER ASSURANCE
It starts out like a formal treatise, turns into a sermon, and ends up like a letter to close friends. 	

1. V13:1-6 – List the various practical exhortations.
1 brotherly love
2 hospitality to strangers
3 remember those in prison
4 honorable marriage
5 greediness – be content with what you have

[Heb 13:1-5 ESV] 1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."

v.1 [Heb 6:10 ESV] 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.

How important is brotherly love?
[Jhn 13:35 ESV] 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

Should you not rather be defrauded?
[1Co 6:1-9 ESV] 1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong and defraud--even your own brothers! 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality,

[1Co 13:4-7 ESV] 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

2. V13:1 What is hospitality?
"love of strangers"
Verse 1 is love for brethren while verse 2 is love of strangers
	a. The example of Abraham - Gen 18:1-8
b. The example of Lot - Gen 19:1-3
Christians were often persecuted and imprisoned for their faith
To remember and visit Christians in prison was an act of devotion to Christ Himself 
[Mat 25:35-36 ESV] 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.'

[Luk 14:12-14 ESV] 12 He said also to the man who had invited him, "When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just."

[1Pe 4:9 ESV] 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.
[Tit 3:13 ESV] 13 Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.
[3Jo 1:5-6 ESV] 5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, 6 who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God.

3. V13:4 How can the marriage bed be defiled?
By not being faithful to your spouse.  By being unfaithful; 

Defiled - requiring to be free from unlawful sexual intercourse

Commercial – Buy this bed you and your partner will love it.  Why not spouse?

[Heb 13:4 ESV] 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.
Sexual immorality - It is a general word for unlawful and immoral sexual relationships
Adultery -- It means to have unlawful intercourse with another's wife or husband

4. V13:5 James addressed this love of money in the 2nd chapter of James.  What problem does he address that the Hebrew writer seems to emphasize?

 [Heb 13:5 ESV] 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."
[Jas 2:5 ESV] 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?
[Mat 19:24 ESV] 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."

Covetousness - "a desire to have more"
Contentment – satisfied

GOD'S PROVIDENTIAL CARE Mt6:25-33
a. We are of greater value to God than the birds or flowers
         b. He providentially cares for them, will He not do the same for us?
         -- The key to receiving this care is to put God's will first in our lives - Mt 6:33
      3. Contentment comes, then, when we trust God will provide what we need!

[Psa 107:1-9 ESV] 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever! 2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble 3 and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 4 Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in; 5 hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 7 He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in. 8 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man! 9 For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

5. V13:6 How does this quotation encourage us?
[Heb 13:6 ESV] 6 So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?"

[Mat 10:28 ESV] 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

9/27/17
6. V13:7 Beyond those heroes of faith in chapter 12, who does the writer encourage us to imitate?
[Heb 13:7 ESV] 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.

Who might these leaders be?
Elders, teachers, parents, apostles, preachers, etc
Positive - [Phl 3:17 ESV] 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.
[1Co 11:1 ESV] 1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

Negative - [Rom 16:17-18 ESV] 17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.

7. V13:8 This verse seems to connect the thoughts in v7 to v9.  How does this connect the two concepts?
[Heb 13:8 ESV] 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
a. Certainly not in every respect, for He was once "in the flesh", but not today
b. The context must determine, and the context pertains to:
            1) The word of God which has been spoken - v.7
            2) Various and strange doctrines - v.9
c. It is therefore the doctrine of Jesus, which is unchangeable
      2. One may therefore rightly ask whenever they hear of some strange or new doctrine:  "Did Jesus or His apostles teach this?" - cf. [Gal 1:8-9 ESV] 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

8. V13:10 Who does not have a right to eat at the altar?
[Heb 13:10 ESV] 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat.
If so, then our "altar" is the sacrifice of Christ which is of no benefit to those who hold to the Old Law - [Gal 5:4 ESV] 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.

9. V13:11 Why were the bodies burned outside the camp?  What else was outside the camp?

[Lev 8:17 NKJV] 17 But the bull, its hide, its flesh, and its offal, he burned with fire outside the camp, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

[Num 5:2-3 ESV] 2 "Command the people of Israel that they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and everyone who is unclean through contact with the dead. 3 You shall put out both male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may not defile their camp, in the midst of which I dwell."
[Lev 24:23 ESV] 23 So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they brought out of the camp the one who had cursed and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.
[Num 15:35 ESV] 35 And the LORD said to Moses, "The man shall be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp."

10. V13:12-13 What one specific thing might the Hebrew readers have to do to follow Jesus outside the camp?  How do we, today, go outside the camp to be with Jesus?  
Give up the Old Law and their friends and family that hold them to the OT
We are a living sacrifice Rom12;1-2 - We go to Him where he is and follow his word.
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11. V13:14-16 To obtain the city to come, what must we do?
[Heb 13:15-16 ESV] 15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

12. V13:17 What responsibilities do our leaders have regarding us?  Describe their responsibility.
[Heb 13:17 ESV] 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

13. V13:17 What responsibility do we have toward our leaders?  How can we make our leaders groan or grieve?  
[Heb 13:17 ESV] 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them
By being disobedient

14. V13:18 How would we say this today?
[Heb 13:18 ESV] 18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.
 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way.

15. V13:20-21 What are we to do?  How?
[Heb 13:20-21 ESV] 20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

16. Describe the summary imagery found in:
a. V13:8
[Heb 13:8, 18 ESV] 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. ... 18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.
b. V13:10 
An altar that those who serve at the tent can’t serve.  The altar being at the feet of Christ at the cross;  they can’t serve and their sacrifice won’t be accepted because it no longer pleases God
c. V13:13 
Go to Christ outside the camp where the refuse and the criminals (or those who sinned willfully) were executed
d. V13:14 
Things here on this earth are temporary while we must have endurance to reach the heavenly city where our hope is while here on earth
e. V13:20
God of peace
Brought the savior from the dead (He overcame death)
The great shepherd of the sheep
By the blood of the eternal covenant
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